
 
Descriptions:	Prose	

	
1.	Accepting	Me	
	
Accepting	Me	is	the	story	of	a	high	school	girl	who	shares	her	coming	out	story.	From	
her	earliest	memory	in	childhood	to	the	day	she	stood	in	front	of	her	high	school	
class	and	gave	a	speech	letting	the	world	know	that	she	was	different	in	her	own	
way	and	hoping	that	it	would	be	well	received	by	her	classmates.	In	the	end	she	
comes	to	the	realization	that	being	different	is	okay	and	even	in	high	school	you	can	
find	yourself	amazed	at	the	level	of	tolerance	and	acceptance	that	teenagers	can	
come	to.	Her	coming	out	story	is	a	positive	one	and	one	that	leaves	the	audience	
feeling	the	hope	that	she	has	in	her	heart	for	her	future	being	who	she	is.	
	
2.	32A	
	
There	is	nothing	more	embarrassing	in	the	life	of	a	“coming	of	age”	young	woman	
that	going	bra	shopping.	This	event	is	even	more	tragic	when	you	have	to	do	it	with	
your	mother.	Through	this	shopping	experience	we	see	the	challenges	of	shopping	
with	your	mother	for	just	the	right	fit,	while	laughing	at	the	memories	of	being	in	
this	young	woman’s	shoes.	And	though	the	experience	was	forever	life	changing,	as	
she	takes	this	step	toward	becoming	a	woman,	she	realizes	that	there	is	no	one	else	
in	the	world	she	would	have	rather	shared	it	with	than	her	mother.		
	
3.	57	Hours	of	Hell	
	
The	greatest	joy	as	a	man	is	the	day	that	your	wife	tells	you	that	she	is	pregnant.	A	
million	and	one	things	go	through	your	head.	But	the	most	important	thing,	the	
thing	that	all	parents	pray	for	is	a	healthy	baby.	When	a	man	is	told	by	his	wife	that	
she	is	determined	to	have	an	at	home	birth,	he	agrees	because	he	doesn’t	know	to	
ask	questions.	He	trusts	that	what	his	wife	wants	is	what	is	best	for	everyone	
involved.	But	when	there	are	complications	at	home	will	there	be	enough	time	to	
save	the	baby?	Or	will	husband	and	wife	be	left	with	the	fact	that	their	decision	
affected	this	outcome.	Told	from	the	perspective	of	the	father	sharing	the	longest	
fifty-seven	hours	of	his	life.	
	
4.	Clear	Justice	
	
There	was	once	a	time	in	history	when	schools	were	considered	a	safe	place	to	be.	
Unfortunately,	through	a	series	of	situations	some	people	fear	walking	into	a	school	
as	much	as	they	fear	walking	in	to	a	prison.	For	this	high	school	teenage	girl	her	
future	isn’t	looking	promising.	As	she	reflects	on	her	years	in	school	and	finally	
introduces	us	to	her	reality	of	high	school	life	we	slowly	see	her	shift	from	
storyteller	to	high	school	shooter.		When	she	decides	to	take	justice	into	her	own	
hands	to	defend	her	favorite	teacher	and	her	friend	we	see	the	desperation	that	can	



fall	into	the	hands	of	a	teenager	and	how	sometimes	the	only	way	that	some	feel	a	
situation	can	be	handled	is	by	giving	their	own	form	of	Clear	Justice.		
	
5.	Falling	from	The	Top	
	
Told	from	the	perspective	of	three	different	characters	whose	paths	cross	
throughout	the	piece	we	follow	the	lives	of	these	three	people:	the	businessman,	the	
homeless	man	and	the	son	of	the	businessman.	From	these	three	view	of	the	same	
world	but	from	very	different	viewpoints	we	see	how	important	it	is	to	live	life	day	
by	day	as	tomorrow	may	not	be	the	same	reality	as	the	day	before.	Never	discount	
the	homeless	man	outside	of	your	high	rise	office,	never	overlook	the	importance	of	
loving	your	child	and	never	take	for	granted	that	the	job	that	you	have	will	be	yours	
forever.		
	
6.	I	Had	A	Dream	I	Was	A	Size	6	
	
In	this	high	powered	and	energetic	comedic	portrayal	of	a	woman	who	has	never	
been	a	size	6	or	a	size	8	or	a	size	10	for	that	matter.	While	she	accepts	that	she	is	not	
the	model	size	she	knows	that	her	positive	attitude	and	spirit	make	her	special	in	
her	own	way.	In	this	comedic	reliving	of	a	dream	that	she	had	we	see	how	the	
positive	spirit	of	a	not	so	small	girl	can	remind	us	that	it	should	never	be	about	the	
size	of	the	waist	but	of	the	size	of	the	heart	and	the	beauty	within	the	person	behind	
the	smile.	She	is	loving,	energetic	and	hilarious	in	her	own	special	way.	We	enjoy	
hearing	of	her	dream,	and	realize	that	all	of	us	no	matter	the	size	have	had	that	one	
special	dream	that	left	us	feeling	like	anything	is	possible.		
	
7.	Knock	Knock	
	
Abe	sees	himself	as	any	other	man	his	age.	He	has	fond	memories	of	childhood	and	
he	absolutely	loves	his	mother.	When	Abe	was	a	young	child	he	found	his	dream	job	
was	to	stand	in	front	of	a	room	of	people	and	tell	jokes.	Through	a	series	of	events	
he	was	able	to	make	his	dream	of	being	a	stand	up	comedian	come	true	but	when	his	
mother	attends	her	first	performance	she	does	not	see	the	humor.	Abe	is	then	faced	
with	a	career	changing	decision,	do	you	follow	your	heart	and	do	what	you	love,	or	
do	you	give	the	utmost	respect	to	the	woman	that	gave	her	life	for	yours?	
	
8.	Living	In	The	Olden	Days	
	
Told	from	the	perspective	of	an	old	man	who	is	reflecting	on	his	life	and	many	years	
of	commitment	working	as	a	janitor	at	a	local	high	school.	Celebrating	his	fifty	third	
year	at	this	school	he	remembers	everything	from	the	first	day	of	his	job	to	this	day,	
the	day	of	his	retirement.	He	lets	us	know	that	though	even	the	quietest	of	people	in	
our	lives,	the	people	that	we	are	so	use	to	seeing	that	we	don’t	even	see	anymore,	
are	still	important.	They	are	still	alive	and	they	are	still	very	much	active	people.	He	
recounts	the	memories	of	all	of	the	children	that	were	ignored	by	others	but	in	their	
most	emotional	moments	he	created	lasting	relationships	with	them,	relationships	



that	helped	them	to	live	another	day.	We	must	remember	these	people;	they	too	can	
save	the	lives	of	children.		
	
9.	Makes	Me	A	Woman	
	
For	a	woman	there	are	few	things	that	physically	make	us	what	who	we	are	
physically:	one	is	breasts	and	the	other	is	hair.	When	she	finds	out	that	she	has	
Alopecia,	a	disease	that	will	make	her	hair	fall	out,	she	must	figure	out	how	to	stand	
in	front	of	the	mirror	every	day	and	see	the	beauty	that	is	in	her.	She	must	accept	
her	reality	and	learn	how	to	move	forward	with	all	of	the	things	that	makes	who	she	
is,	and	makes	her	a	woman	in	every	day.		
	
10.	My	Life:	A	TV	Show	
	
In	this	serio-comic	portrayal	of	a	woman	who	finds	herself	in	love	with	the	people	
and	relationships	that	she	sees	on	tv.	It	begins	as	a	fun	loving	sharing	of	sorts	of	her	
experiences	and	her	addictions	to	television.	Soon	we	see	that	the	saddest	thing	in	
the	world	is	to	only	have	people	that	love	you	on	the	other	side	of	a	screen.	These	
relationships	aren’t	real	and	the	love	that	she	has	for	them	is	not	real,	but	in	the	
midst	of	the	story	we	come	to	realize	sometimes	the	people	that	we	depend	on	most	
are	the	those	that	we	love	only	from	a	distance,	and	only	in	our	minds.	
	
11.	Princess	Of	Wine	
	
For	the	princess	of	the	ball	this	story	follows	a	teenage	girl	who	reflects	on	her	life	
as	a	princess.	She	lived	the	life	of	the	homecoming	queen	and	wanted	nothing	more	
than	to	be	known	by	all,	not	caring	if	she	was	loved	or	hated.	But	when	an	alcohol	
addiction	takes	over	her	life	she	must	leave	the	palace	of	the	life	that	she	has	always	
known	to	work	to	try	to	fix	her	life	and	get	things	back	to	the	way	she	remembered	
them	to	be.	Living	every	decision	day-by-day	trying	to	stay	focused	and	most	of	all	
clean	and	sober.		
	
12.	Safety	Net	
	
Tells	the	dramatic	story	of	a	father	whose	son	comes	home	and	asks	him	for	a	dog,	
so	he	can	be	like	all	the	other	kids.	This	request	brings	up	memories	from	the	
father’s	past	that	reflect	years	of	abuse	at	the	hands	of	his	father.	The	story	is	told	as	
if	the	father’s	fear	is	the	“dog”	that	comes	into	his	room	every	night.	When	his	son	
wants	a	dog,	it	insights	a	history	in	him	that	he	cannot	break	free	from,	and	one	that	
makes	him	want	to	protect	his	son	from	the	dog	that	he	feared	all	his	life.			
	
13.	Things	My	Father	Taught	Me	
	
A	dramatic	piece	that	follows	a	man	as	he	boxes	up	the	lives	of	his	parents.	When	he	
gets	the	call	that	his	parents	have	passed	away	in	a	tragic	accident	he	knows	that	it	
is	his	responsibility	to	pack	up	their	house	and	tie	up	lose	ends.	He	soon	finds	out	



when	going	through	the	paperwork	of	his	father	that	all	of	the	things	that	his	father	
had	taught	him	as	a	child	were	things	that	he,	himself,	was	not	living	up	to.	What	do	
you	do	when	all	that	you’ve	known	is	questioned?	How	do	you	pack	up	the	last	box	
and	say	goodbye	to	all	you	have	known?		
	
14.	Rich	Bitch	
	
Kalissa	is	a	teenage	girl	that	is:	rich	and	beautiful	and	she	knows	it.	She	has	a	group	
of	friends	that	treat	her	like	a	princess	and	Kyle	who	follows	her	around	like	a	lost	
puppy.	With	a	mix	of	humor	and	a	dramatic	twist	Kalissa	recounts	her	birthday	
party.	Hundreds	of	people	have	arrived	and	she	is	in	the	midst	of	an	outfit	change	
when	she	is	attached	in	her	room.	Kyle	comes	to	her	rescue	and	in	the	midst	of	him	
saving	her,	he	looses	he	life.	It	is	through	this	loss	that	she	realizes	how	much	she	
loved	him	and	what,	in	the	midst	of	all	of	the	material	things	she	has,	is	really	
important.	A	coming	of	age	story	about	a	“Rich	Bitch”	realizing	that	money	doesn’t	
mean	anything	in	comparison	to	true	friendship	and	love.	
	
15.		Guts,	Glory,	and	Prom	
	
Jeffery	is	one	of	the	sweetest	kids	you’d	ever	know.	He	is	a	good	student,	a	great	son,	
and	an	all	around	nice	guy.	Jeffrey,	however,	is	ready	to	take	the	next	step,	a	
girlfriend.	All	of	his	weird	friends	have	girlfriends	and	as	prom	quickly	approaches	
Jeffery	is	concerned	that	he	may	not	be	going	to	the	most	important	event	of	his	high	
school	career.	So	he	turns	to	get	advise	from	the	best	person	for	teenage	
relationship	advise…his	mother.	In	the	end	he	finds	out	that	the	advise	from	his	
mother	may	not	be	all	too	bad	as	he	finds	the	courage	to	cross	the	street,	knock	on	
the	door	and	ask	the	girl	of	his	dreams	to	be	his	date	to	prom.	This	is	a	funny	story	
of	a	great	guy	trying	to	get	the	Guts	to	enjoy	the	Glory	of	Prom.	
	
16.	Thanks Mom: A Boy Named Jackie 
 
What is in a name? For a boy named Jackie, a lot. Being born into a family full of girls 
and parents that were hoping for five girls, but got four girls and a boy named Jackie. 
When Jackie’s father passes away he finds himself the man of the family surrounded by 
the strength of his sisters and his mother. Determined to keep his promise to his father he 
steps up in all of the little ways he knows how. In honor of their mother’s strength as a 
single parent the girls decide to perform a beautiful sibling dance for her mother at 
church. Jackie is not a dancer but commits to becoming one for this performance. We get 
to see the bond that they have with each other as a family, the humor of the dance and the 
love the children have for their mother. This piece is a funny and heart felt story about the 
love and strength of family. 
	
17.	Mei Guo Meng: The American Dream 
 
The story of a first generation Asian American girl Miuki who wants to be who her 
parents want her to be while fighting to be who she feels like she is. She is fighting trying 



to balance being a good student and daughter for her parents and being an American girl. 
Miuki wants to figure out how to do both. As her senior prom approaches she asks her 
parents if she can attend knowing they would say no, they did. She is heartbroken that she 
can’t to one of the most American things a teenager does. She tries to reason with her 
parents, telling them what a good student she is and that she has not let go of her roots, 
while explaining to them that they brought her to America for the American Dream that 
they are not letting her live. In the end her parents bring prom to her. She dances, has a 
date and realizes that it is difficult for parents of other countries to let their children grow 
into individuals in a place that is not hope, but realize that compromise is universal.  
 
18. Patience For Freedom 
 
One	of	the	worst	days	of	his	life	was	the	day	that,	as	a	teenager,	he	followed	his	
friends	to	their	house	and	had	a	video	game	night.	It	started	out	innocent	enough	
but	on	his	way	home	he	was	arrested	for	a	rape	that	he	didn’t	commit.	He	was	in	the	
wrong	place	at	the	wrong	time.	All	of	the	evidence	was	circumstantial,	but	his	story	
shows	us	that	at	times,	that	is	all	that	is	needed.	He	was	found	guilty	and	sent	to	
prison	branded	a	sex	offender.	After	name	years	of	incarceration	his	evidence	is	
reexamined,	and	he	is	exonerated	of	all	charges,	but	the	emotional	and	psychological	
damage	has	been	done.	We	listen	to	his	story	and	sadly	watch	a	man	try	to	put	his	
life	back	together	after	experiencing	hell	on	earth.	
	
19.	My	Best	Friends	Are	Famous	
	
Tells	the	story	of	a	teenage	girl	that	finds	herself	addicted	to	the	faces	that	she	
started	out	admiring	in	magazines	as	a	young	girl.	She	is	now	a	teenager;	all	of	the	
walks	and	ceiling	in	her	room	are	covered	with	pictures	of	these	famous	“friends”	
that	she	believes	she	has	a	relationship	with.	She	starts	watching	television	for	
hours	upon	hours	everyday	and	when	her	parents	find	out	she	has	not	been	going	to	
school	so	that	she	can	stay	home	and	watch	television	they	remove	all	of	the	
televisions	from	the	home.	She	attacks	them,	breaks	down	and	they	allow	her	to	be	
arrested	and	committed	into	a	rehab	facility.	Addiction	is	addiction.		
	
20.	Looking For Love: Addicted  
 
Tracy	is	the	child	of	overbearing	rich	parents	who	never	wanted	a	child.	But	when	
they	did	have	her	she	was	going	to	be	the	perfect	example	of	what	a	rich	princess	is	
supposed	to	be.	Tracy	never	felt	love	from	her	parents,	but	she	was	always	
overwhelmed	with	the	amount	of	things	that	her	parents	had	her	involved	in.	They	
finally	sent	her	away	to	boarding	school	for	rich	kids,	so	she	could	“Be	around	
people	like	her.”	Tracy	eventually	rebelled	and	dropped	out	of	school.	Her	parents	
cut	her	off	and	in	a	short	amount	of	time	she	found	herself	in	an	abusive	relationship	
with	a	drug	dealer	and	addicted	to	meth.	This	is	a	story	of	a	girl	who	went	from	
everything	to	nothing	in	a	matter	of	months	and	as	she	reflects	on	her	choices	she	
doesn’t	know	how	or	if	she’ll	be	able	to	get	out.	
	



	
21.	Silent	Hero	
	
A	young	woman	recounts	her	most	difficult	moment	in	high	school:	her	last	speech	
in	English	class.	The	assignment	was	simple	to	write	a	paper	and	present	it	as	a	
speech	about	someone	who	influenced	your	life	the	most.	The	decision	was	simple,	
her	father	who	had	died	years	before.	A	death	that	took	her	child	mind	to	a	silent	
place,	she	didn’t	speak	for	years.	She	had	lost	her	best	friend	and	she	became	the	
poster	child	of	inclusive.	When	she	entered	high	school	she	didn’t	have	many	
friends,	didn’t	talk	much	and	didn’t	stand	out	to	anyone.	But	when	she	was	given	
this	assignment	she	was	forced	to	tell	the	story	of	what	silenced	her	so	many	years	
ago	and	how	she	found	out	who	her	father	really	was	and	that	the	one	person	who	
wanted	to	help	her	the	most,	her	mother,	was	her	hero	in	a	life	changing	way.	
Forgiveness	is	a	powerful	thing.		
	
22.	The	Price:	To	Be	Loved	
	
A	teen	boy	talks	us	through	how	he	found	and	fell	in	love	with	the	love	of	his	life.	A	
love	that	turned	addictive	very	quickly.	His	father	warned	him	that	he	was	
bordering	on	being	a	stalker	but	he	informed	his	father	that	following	her	and	
making	sure	she	was	safe	is	love	and	nothing	more.		But	when	he	finally	gets	the	
courage	to	announce	his	love	for	her	in	a	big	way	at	the	homecoming	pep	rally	in	
front	of	the	entire	school	with	a	song,	he	knew	his	prayers	were	about	to	be	
answered.	Elizabeth	begins	to	cry	and	exits	the	room;	she	didn’t	feel	the	same	way	
for	him.	He	never	returned	back	to	school	and	ends	the	piece	with	his	suicide	note.	
	
23.	True	Beauty	
	
A woman with addiction problems finds comfort in writing things down. She shares her 
best days and her worst days and in the midst of living her day-to-day she finds herself 
revealing her life through these words. Her journal becomes a continuous part of her 
ability to honestly tell her story. It becomes more than a listening ear because she doesn’t 
have to worry about the words on the page judging her, hating her, or telling her all of her 
flaws. Her journal becomes more than just an outlet for her feelings, it becomes her best 
friend. 
 
24. Coming From A Small Town 
 
High school can be difficult. For this teenager high school was her greatest dream that 
turned out to be her greatest torture. The story of a young girl who is living in a small 
town in Texas and sheltered by her mother who saw her as “different.” But when her 
already sick father gets sicker and her mother must send her from homeschooling to 
public school she experiences a terrible form of bullying. In a room full of strangers, she 
was her mother’s greatest fear, an outcast. In the midst of her day there was one safe 
place, with her theatre teacher. In the climax she breaks away from another dreadful 
experience and makes it into the safe arms of her favorite teacher. After that day she 



never returned to school but she did overcome the bullying and make it on her own. It 
took a while but she eventually learned that it was okay to be “different.” Okay to be gay. 
 
25. Rules For Love 
 
Shelly has decided to write a book to assist women. It’s a self-help book of sorts on how 
to get over your evil ex boyfriend. She is fun and full of life as she is sharing her book 
with us but sadly Shelly doesn’t know how to follow her own rules. When the love of her 
life hits her for the first time she doesn’t follow her own rule of leaving the first time 
you’re hit. She stays and she watches herself turn into someone she never desired to be. A 
shell of a woman who cringes every time her boyfriend is in her presence. She finally 
gets the courage to leave and after a few months she begins to talk to him again. Believe 
him again and love him again. The piece ends with her reviewing the rules she’s created 
and the reality that she still loves him but will never forget the times that he hit her. The 
hardest thing about living is the inability to forget. 
 
26. Humble Beginnings 
 
Set in the image of “The Wolf Of Wall Street” dealing with a man who was born and 
raised in one of the poorest areas in Mexico. Through a series of unfortunate events his 
brother and him get to America and their lives change dramatically. Going from the 
deepest poverty-stricken fields of Mexico to working their way into a New York 
Penthouse and all in a hard days work. But when his brother points out to him that they 
are becoming the men that they hated in Mexico the brother chooses to walk away. The 
other decides that he is beyond his humble beginnings and will never go back to that life 
until his business fails and he ends up, again poor. Now forced to see the reflection in the 
mirror he does the only thing he knows to do, goes to his little brother for help. The 
brother says “yes” under one condition, they have to play a game that they played as 
children, to remember who they are. A moving story about not allowing your current 
condition overshadow the condition that made you the fighter you have become. 
 
27. Keeping Connection 
	
An	El	Salvadorian	woman	speaks	on	the	challenges	of	being	raised	in	a	country	
where	women	don’t	have	the	rights	that	they	do	in	America.	After	years	of	her	
mother	telling	her	what	a	wonderful	place	America	is	for	freedom	her	parents	
finally	send	her	to	America	with	one	request,	never	forget	where	you	came	from.	As	
she	speaks	of	the	connection	she	aspires	for	her	children	to	have	with	her	homeland	
she	shares	the	challenges	of	keeping	the	connection	with	so	much	distance.	The	
greatest	hurdle	to	overcome	is	getting	her	American	husband	to	understand	the	
importance	of	their	children	knowing	about	both	sides	of	them,	even	if	one	isn’t	as	
pretty	as	the	other.	The	story	is	touching	on	different	levels	of	the	family	dynamic	
and	also	the	idea	that	the	most	important	thing	about	family,	is	family.	
	
	
	
	



28.	Coming	Out	
	
One’s	own	sexuality	can	be	one	of	the	greatest	challenges	for	a	teenager	to	
overcome.	The	idea	that	straight	kids	don’t	have	to	come	out	to	their	parents,	but	
gay	kids	do.	This	is	a	coming	out	story.	One	full	of	comedy	as	one	boy	tries	to	figure	
out	how	to	come	out	to	his	parents.	He	enlists	the	help	of	his	gay	and	straight	friends	
asking	all	of	them	to	weigh	in	on	just	how	he	should	do	it.	As	much	as	the	process	is	
humorous	it	also	brings	a	sadness	that	this	is	the	step	that	he	must	take	in	his	life.	As	
he	is	rehearsing	his	“coming	out	performance”	he	doesn’t	realize	that	his	parents	
have	walked	into	the	room.	Sometimes	the	unexpected	is	better	than	the	rehearsed.	
He	is	accepted	and	loved	and	appreciates	that	his	parents	only	wanted	him	to	know	
that	he	was	special	for	who	he	was,	period.		
	
29.	In/	Out	
	
A	sad	but	reflective	story	of	a	teenage	boy	who	comes	out	to	his	parents	thinking	
that	he	is	just	being	honest	with	himself	and	finds	out	that	the	person	that	he	is,	is	
not	one	they	can	accept.	They	take	him	out	of	school	and	force	him	to	be	locked	in	
his	room	reading	pamphlets	and	papers	on	how	they	are	going	to	“fix”	him	and	save	
his	soul	from	going	to	hell.	He	can’t	understand	what	he	did	that	was	so	wrong.	But	
it	is	when	there	is	no	hope	that	life	doesn’t	seem	worth	living.	In	the	final	moments	
he	decided	to	write	his	parents	a	note	reminding	them	of	the	family	they	use	to	be.	
Then	he	goes	for	a	walk	and	as	he	remarks	on	the	freeing	feeling	of	the	wind	on	his	
neck	a	truck	comes	by	and	he	jumps.	Finally	finding	his	light	and	walking	in	his	
freedom.	
	
30.	Invisible	Me	
	
The	story	of	a	boy	who	is	by	all	accounts	invisible	in	his	life.	He	feels	like	his	family	
doesn’t	see	him,	he	has	no	friends	really,	and	all	he	wants	is	to	be	heard	by	someone.	
When	at	the	age	of	two	he	is	diagnosed	with	a	learning	disability	his	parents	treat	it	
as	an	illness	not	to	be	dealt	with,	so	they	don’t.	As	he	gets	older	and	his	parents	have	
more	children	he	realizes	that	he	is	truly	on	his	own.	Until	he	meets	Star,	another	
girl	in	his	class	that	is	just	as	quiet	as	he	is.	They	become	the	best	of	friends,	in	
essence	she	is	all	he	has.	Until	one	day	in	class	when	one	of	the	kids	is	bullying	him	
and	calling	him	“retard”	and	the	only	thing	he	can	do	is	the	one	thing	he’s	never	
done,	fight	back.	The	fight	ends	badly	with	the	other	student	in	a	coma	and	him	
removed	from	school	and	institutionalized.	Through	it	all	Star	still	comes	to	see	him,	
but	finally	he	can	look	in	the	mirror	and	see	a	real	person	looking	back	at	him.	No	
longer	invisible,	no	longer	alone.		
	
31.	Karma	
	
Parenting	is	a	very	difficult	task.	For	this	man	is	it	even	more	difficult	because	he	
used	to	be	a	bully	in	high	school	and	now	in	his	own	life,	his	son	Noah	is	being	
bullied	in	elementary	school	by	a	boy	that	reminds	him	of	the	man	he	used	to	be.	



When	his	son	comes	home	with	a	letter	from	Noah’s	teacher	informing	him	that	his	
son	has	been	bullied	he	is	furious	but	understands	the	situation.	Noah	is	different	
and	not	like	the	other	kids,	but	Noah	is	the	love	of	his	life.	The	most	amazing	child	he	
has	ever	known	and	he	has	to	defend	him.	This	situation	is	an	emotional	
rollercoaster	for	him	to	figure	out	how	to	help	his	son.	He	decides	to	ask	the	teacher	
if	he	can	go	up	to	the	school	and	talk	to	the	classes	about	bullying	and	how	to	treat	
each	other.	Noah	comes	home	from	school	that	day	and	explains	to	his	dad	that	the	
boy	that	was	being	mean	to	him	was	nice	that	day	and	that	made	him	happy.	In	
children	sometimes	we	can	teach	them	how	to	treat	each	other	by	remembering	and	
accepting	the	things	that	we	adults	did	at	that	age.	Noah	curls	up	next	to	his	father	
and	opens	a	good	book	to	end	his	perfect	day	with.		
	
32.	Man	Up	
	
Marty	is	a	different	kind	of	guy,	he	is	a	sensitive	guy.	All	he	wants	is	to	find	a	girl	that	
will	love	and	appreciate	his	sensitive	side	that	he	always	thought	women	wanted	to	
see.	Marty	decides	to	create	a	men’s	group	that	meet	and	talks	about	men’s	stuff	in	a	
sensitive	way.	Cry	if	you	need	to	no	one	will	judge	you	here.	Unfortunately,	and	
sadly	no	one	but	his	sister	shows	up.	This	was	the	one	big	idea	that	Marty	had	in	his	
life	and	like	everything	else	it	fell	flat.	But	a	late	knock	at	the	door	changes	
everything	when	a	woman	who	is	looking	for	a	sensitive	man	decides	that	this	
meeting	might	be	the	place	to	find	her	husband,	and	she	finds	Marty.	It	is	a	funny	
and	sweet	story	about	the	hearts	of	men	and	the	souls	of	people	in	general.	At	times	
we	do	things	to	better	ourselves	not	knowing	that	great	things	are	just	on	the	other	
side	of	the	closed	door.		
	
33.	Too	Young	To	Know	
	
When	a	thirteen-year-old	girl	reflects	on	the	events	that	led	up	to	her	unexpected	
pregnancy.	When	she	is	taken	advantage	of	by	the	custodian	at	her	school	that	made	
her	feel	special	and	that	she	believed	she	was	going	to	marry	she	finds	herself	alone	
in	a	way	she	never	thought	possible.	She	tells	no	one	about	the	pregnancy	until	the	
day	that	he	takes	her	into	the	Porta	potty	on	the	football	field	and	gives	her	a	hand	
full	of	pills	and	locks	her	in	the	bathroom.	Alone,	scared	and	in	a	lot	of	pain	she	is	
forced	to	loose	the	baby.		It	is	not	until	this	moment	that	she	realizes	that	he	was	a	
predator.	Forcing	her	to	finally	realize	that	the	man	that	she	trusted	had	
manipulated	her	young	mind,	locked	her	in	the	Porta	potty	and	left	her	to	die.	
Through	years	of	counseling	and	a	strong	family	she	is	able	to	move	forward	and	
share	her	story.	To	assist	in	helping	young	girls	know	that	home	is	the	deepest	love	
there	is,	support	and	faith.	Trust	in	the	people	that	truly	love	you	for	who	you	are.	
	
34.	Bottoms	Up	
	
Alcoholism	is	a	difficult	addiction	or	disease	to	overcome.	Especially	when	you	are	
dealing	with	a	woman	who	knows	she	has	a	problem	and	has	decided	to	do	nothing	
about	it.	As	she	recounts	the	moment	in	her	life	that	should	have	gotten	her	sober	



she	realizes	that	no	matter	how	much	she	drinks	she	can’t	drink	away	the	reality	
that	she	is	solely	responsible	for	the	death	of	her	sister	Beth.	After	Beth’s	death	she	
is	cut	off	by	her	family	and	never	misses	a	beat	with	her	drinking.	It	is	an	honest	
look	into	the	world	of	an	alcoholic	that	owns	every	bad	decision	she	has	made	and	
knows	that	she	doesn’t	have	the	strength	or	knowledge	to	get	sober.	She	now	has	no	
one	to	live	for	so	she	dedicates	her	life	to	drinking	to	tease	the	pain.		As	she	raises	a	
glass	on	Beth’s	birthday	which	is	also	the	anniversary	of	Beth’s	death	she	must	
accept	that	as	she	nears	her	own	death	to	liver	cancer	she	is	content	with	the	fact	
that	when	she	goes	she	will	once	again	see	her	sister	and	she	will	again	be	loved.		
	
35.	Lost	&	Found	
	
Alena	is	an	eighteen-year-old	girl	from	Russia	and	she	has	seen	her	fair	share	of	
hardships.	Being	born	and	raised	in	one	of	the	poorest	areas	in	the	country	she	
recounts	how	her	family	made	a	way.	They	didn’t	have	much	but	they	had	a	plan	
than	that	worked	until	her	mother	got	ill.	Living	in	poverty	they	could	not	afford	a	
doctor	so	she	was	forced	to	watch	her	mother	die	as	she	became	the	woman	of	the	
house.	Shortly	after	the	death	of	her	mother	her	father	also	died	leaving	her	and	her	
siblings	homeless	and	forced	to	enter	into	an	orphanage.	Within	the	time	that	she	is	
at	the	orphanage	all	she	wants	is	to	be	reunited	with	her	family	until	she	is	adopted	
by	an	American	family.	But	it	is	the	custom	of	making	a	wish	on	your	birthday	that	
continues	to	give	Alena	hope.	She	holds	onto	a	picture	of	her	family	and	as	she	blows	
out	her	birthday	candles	she	closes	her	eyes…hoping	her	wish	comes	true.	(*Actress	
must	speak	some	Russian	within	the	piece.)	
	
36.	I,	Teach	
	
The	most	important	job	of	a	teacher	is	to	connect	and	positively	affect	the	lives	of	
their	students.	And	in	come	cases	to	make	the	decision	that	could	save	their	lives.	As	
a	woman	shares	her	experience	as	a	teacher	on	the	day	that	the	school	shooting	isn’t	
on	the	television	it	is	a	present	threat	within	her	school.	At	first	she	follows	the	rules	
set	by	the	school	then	she	makes	a	life	changing	decision,	to	keep	her	students	safe	
and	fight.	She	decides	to	send	her	children	out	of	the	room	to	save	them.	When	all	of	
the	students	make	it	to	safety	it	is	her	turn	to	run	but	she	is	stopped	by	the	gunman.	
He	asks	her	is	she	is	prepared	to	die	and	as	her	students	are	safe	her	job	is	done.	He	
lowers	the	gun	and	walks	in	the	other	direction	but	before	he	disappears	he	thanks	
her	for	being	the	one	teacher	that	made	school	a	little	better.	A	story	of	fear	and	
hope	learning	that	the	purpose	of	a	teacher	is	to	change	the	lives	of	children	and	
sometimes	it	is	the	child	that	you	didn’t	even	know	was	listening	that	is	change	the	
most.		
	
37.	You	Just	Never	Know	
	
A	wonderful	coming	of	age	story	that	deals	with	humor	an	heart.	Where	a	young	
man	shares	the	life	that	he	had	being	raised	by	his	grandparents.	Not	realizing	that	
they	weren’t	his	parents.	Not	noticing	that	his	“parents”	were	older	than	everyone	



else’s	parents	because	he	was	happy,	had	everything	that	he	needed	and	all	the	love	
he	wanted.	But	the	older	he	got	the	older	they	got	until	his	grandfather,	the	man	that	
taught	him	everything	that	he	knew	dies.	His	grandfather	always	taught	him	not	to	
cry	and	not	to	quit.	As	difficult	as	it	was	his	grandmother	pushed	him	to	continue	on	
in	school.	A	short	time	later	she	sent	him	a	box	of	her	chocolate	chip	cookies	that	he	
shares	with	his	roommates	not	realizing	that	this	was	her	way	of	saying	goodbye.	
This	is	a	touching	story	of	a	boy	that	turns	into	the	exact	man	his	grandparents	
hoped	he	would	be.	He	was	strong,	never	quit,	never	cried	and	that	is	what	made	
him	special,	they	made	him	amazing.		
	
38.	I	Sent	Three	Little	Words	
	
The	connection	between	twins	is	said	to	be	one	that	is	unexplainable	and	often	
never	understood.	The	bond	that	they	have	allows	them	to	share	things	with	each	
other	that	others	may	not	understand.	When	one	twin	sends	a	short	text	message	to	
her	mother	while	driving	and	looses	control	of	the	car	killing	her	twin	sister	she	
most	figure	out	how	to	put	her	life	back	together.	How	does	she	accept	the	present	
to	move	forward	toward	the	future?	How	does	she	wake	up	every	morning	and	not	
regret	that	her	life	is	still	moving	and	her	sisters’	life	is	not?	Married	couples	speak	
of	losing	their	better	half,	when	Ashlyn	dies	her	sister	feels	that	exact	same	way.	But	
as	she	speaks	at	her	sisters’	funeral	at	the	request	of	her	mother	she	begins	to	
understand	what	healing	is	and	how	she	can	continue	with	her	life	while	never	
forgetting	the	affect	her	sister	had	not	only	on	her	but	also	on	the	world.	A	story	that	
will	make	you	think	twice	about	the	next	text	message	you	feel	like	you	have	to	
send,	it	is	never	worth	the	unknown	circumstances.		
	
39.	Always	In	Bloom		
	
A	woman	shares	her	story	of	mourning	hoping	that	maybe	telling	someone	might	
free	the	pain	in	her	heart.	She	will	never	forget	the	day	she	asked	her	husband	why	
he	felt	the	need	to	have	so	many	guns	in	the	house,	“To	protect	my	family”	was	his	
response	and	she	accepted	that.	But	years	later	when	she	receives	a	call	from	the	
police	to	come	home,	her	life	was	forever	changed.	Arriving	at	the	home	she	gets	the	
information	that	her	husband	thought	their	son	was	an	intruder	and	he	shot	him	as	
he	got	a	bowl	of	cereal	out	of	the	kitchen.	She	recounts	that	evening	and	the	time	
since	the	shooting.	She	shares	her	heartbreaking	story	of	living	a	wonderful	life	with	
the	man	that	she	loved	who	adored	her	and	their	son	that	brought	her	pure	joy,	to	
loosing	her	son	and	walking	away	from	her	husband	because	she	just	can’t	forgive	
him	for	what	he	has	done.	As	she	moves	forward	she	finds	herself	asking	all	of	the	
questions	she	should	have	asked	before	they	started	a	family,	“Why	do	you	need	so	
many	guns?”	She	can’t	seem	to	forgive	herself	for	a	situation	that	she	feels	she	could	
have	prevented.		Her	pain	is	raw	and	her	story	will	affect	every	person	who	knows	
someone	with	a	firearm	and	a	family.	
	
	
	



40.	Hair,	Who	Needs	It?	
	
There	are	thousands	of	diseases	in	this	world.	Some	have	an	outward	appearance	
that	makes	others	stop	and	stare,	some	do	not.	For	this	young	man	when	he	began	
to	loose	his	hair,	all	of	it,	he	knew	that	something	was	wrong.	After	many	tests	and	
specialists	he	is	told	that	he	has	a	disease	called	Alopecia,	baldness.	It	doesn’t	hurt	
him,	it	won’t	kill	him,	but	for	the	rest	of	his	life	he	will	not	have	any	hair	anywhere	
on	his	body.	He	struggles	with	the	stares	that	he	gets,	the	thoughts	that	people	have	
that	he	has	Cancer	and	is	dying.	He	wants	to	just	be	a	high	school	senior.	He	doesn’t	
want	to	be	bullied	or	starred	at.	He	wants	to	be	normal	but	because	of	his	
appearance	he	will	never	be	that.	Luckily	his	father	has	made	it	his	life’s’	mission	to	
make	him	laugh	and	smile,	to	make	him	feel	normal.	With	help	from	his	father	and	
his	grandmother	who	is	dying	from	Cancer	he	begins	to	see	life	in	a	way	that	lets	
him	let	go	of	his	anger	and	live	free	of	giving	other	people	his	power.	Through	the	
eyes	of	a	teenager	struggling	to	make	sense	of	his	present	situation	he	realizes	that	
hell,	it’s	just	hair,	who	needs	it?	
	
41.	The	Wonderful	Wizard	
	
On	May	20th	2013	Moore,	OK	was	rocked	by	one	of	the	most	destructive	tornadoes	
in	all	of	history	but	for	seven-year-old	Mikey	and	his	big	brother	Kevin	it	was	just	
another	seventh	birthday.	As	told	through	the	eyes	of	a	teenager	Kevin	shares	the	
day	that	the	tornado	ripped	through	their	town	but	more	the	affect	it	had	on	him	
and	his	little	brother	as	it	ripped	through	their	lives.	He	remembers	the	day	as	if	he	
were	stuck	living	it	every	moment.	From	singing	happy	birthday	and	sharing	
cupcakes	with	Mikey’s	class	to	the	roof	of	the	elementary	school	being	torn	off	and	
tossed	into	the	eye	of	the	storm.	Both	boys	remember	watching	“The	Wizard	of	Oz”	
as	kids	and	thinking	that	tornadoes	were	so	cool,	that	they	had	the	power	to	take	
you	to	a	magical	place,	but	in	the	wake	of	the	real	thing	the	innocence	of	a	child’s	
imagination	is	lost,	blown	away	with	the	rubble.	It	is	a	touching	story	of	brotherly	
love	and	how	a	deadly	tornado	can	truly	put	life	into	perspective,	even	for	a	child	
and	his	big	brother.		
	
42.	All	For	You	
	
In	American	history	there	have	been	many	times	of	racial	tension.	In	recent	years	
there	has	been	another	rise	of	racism	that	makes	us	realize	that	we	are	not	removed	
from	it	nor	are	we	immune	to	it.	In	“All	For	You”	we	are	engaged	in	the	story	of	a	
Mexican-	American	teenage	girl	Lucia	that	reflects	on	her	life	in	America	and	how	
she	got	here	from	Mexico.	She	tells	the	positive	story	of	being	an	immigrant	then	
becoming	educated	by	the	woman	that	her	mother	worked	for	and	her	and	her	
brother	taught	their	mother	everything	they	learned.	Until	as	a	family	they	all	are	
able	to	become	American	citizens	together,	as	a	family.	It	is	not	until	her	senior	year	
in	high	school	that	her	and	her	brother	are	accosted	by	a	group	of	kids	at	their	high	
school.	They	are	called	names	and	beaten	for	no	other	reason	than	they	are	from	
Mexico.	It	is	in	this	moment	that	she	realizes	that	no	one	is	immune	to	the	discourse	



of	racism.	They	are	able	to	make	it	out	of	this	moment,	get	home,	and	still	reflect	on	
their	lives,	wondering	if	this	is	home	or	if	their	home	lies	back	in	Mexico.	Home	is	
where	the	people	you	love	are.		
	
43.	The	Life	of	Walter	
	
Jessi	is	a	woman	that	is	sharing	her	story	of	the	life	of	her	brother	Kevin.	Her	
parents	knew	when	they	were	pregnant	that	he	was	going	to	be	born	with	autism.	
The	level	of	his	disability	was	not	known	until	he	was	actually	welcomed	into	the	
world	and	it	was	in	that	moment	that	Jessi’s	life	changed.	Kevin	was	so	much	to	
handle	that	she	began	to	feel	like	she	wasn’t	important	to	her	parents	anymore.	She	
felt	like	her	little	brother	was	becoming	the	biggest	problem	of	her	life.	She	never	
hated	her	brother	for	being	who	he	was	but	she	felt	like	her	parents	forgot	about	her	
as	they	were	engrossed	in	assisting	him.	Kevin	was	substantially	developmentally	
behind,	but	it	was	all	in	a	toy	fish	Walter	that	brought	him	out	of	his	cocoon	and	to	
life.	His	first	word	came	after	that	and	he	could	not	be	separated	from	the	fish	that	
Jessi	had	given	him.	What	she	didn’t	know	was	by	being	the	creator	of	his	
breakthrough	her	parents	would	assign	her	to	be	with	him	all	the	time	taking	her	
childhood	away.	It	was	on	her	fifteenth	birthday	that	she	got	to	have	a	day	that	was	
all	hers	until	Kevin’s	fish	gets	broken	and	the	party	abruptly	ends.	On	the	way	home	
that	night,	Jessi	hated	her	brother,	but	it	is	what	she	does	next	that	changes	the	
course	of	her	life.	It	is	in	our	most	angry	times	that	we	do	things	that	we	can	never	
take	back,	never	change	and	never	forget.	It	is	in	her	reflection	of	her	life	that	we	see	
how	we	can	love	someone,	and	that	love	turns	into	something	it	was	never	meant	to	
be.	But	it	is	in	the	moving	forward	that	we	see	Jessi	heal.	
	
44.	An	Experiment	
	
On	April	20,	1999	two	teenagers	walked	into	Columbine	High	School	and	started	
shooting.	Many	years	later	we	commemorate	that	event	annually	with	prayers,	
moments	of	silence	and	laying	down	flowers,	but	then	the	next	day	it	is	back	to	life	
as	usual.	When	a	student	is	given	an	assignment	in	his	political	science	class	to	
observe	the	news	and	come	back	to	class	to	discuss	it.	Unfortunately	for	this	student	
the	assignment	became	an	obsession	and	then	an	experiment.	How	many	guns	could	
he	buy?	How	many	eyebrow	raising	t-shirts	could	he	wear	to	school?	How	many	
times	could	he	tell	his	parents	that	he	was	thinking	about	hurting	people?	How	
many	guns	could	he	bring	to	school	and	show	off	to	his	classmates	before	someone	
said	something?	On	the	final	day	of	the	experiment	he	packs	his	backpack	with	the	
guns	and	ammo	that	he	bought,	walks	into	the	school	and	shares	his	experiment	
with	his	class.	Is	he	making	a	statement	that	speaks	to	gun	control	in	America	or	did	
he	just	take	his	experiment	too	far?	He	never	hurts	anyone,	never	puts	anyone	in	
danger	but	what	he	did	do	was	show	how	easy	it	was	to	live	under	the	radar	even	if	
you	are	trying	not	to.	This	story	shows	us	that	we	have	to	open	our	eyes,	we	have	to	
see	what’s	there	and	say	something	when	we	do.	
	
	



45.	The	Wall	
	
A	Mexican	woman	shares	her	experience	of	being	an	American	born	citizen	to	
immigrant	parents	during	the	2016	election.	She	works	as	a	nurse	in	the	labor	wing	
of	a	hospital	and	she	compares	all	of	the	hate	to	that	of	bring	a	baby	into	the	world.	
The	freedom	that	the	baby	has,	they	aren’t’	tainted,	or	rude.	They	aren’t	mean	or	
angry.	They	don’t	yet	have	anyone	yelling	at	them	the	things	or	people	that	they	are	
expected	to	hate	in	their	lifetime.	If	only	all	of	the	adults	running	the	world	could	be	
so	clean.	In	her	mid	twenties	she	shares	her	experience	of	voting	for	the	first	time	
with	protestors	outside	yelling	very	hateful	things	to	her.	Out	of	curiosity	she	goes	
over	and	asks	why.	She	is	then	yelled	at	but	after	she	votes	one	of	the	protestors	
comes	to	her	and	offers	to	talk	to	her	about	everything.	The	two	women	engage	in	
conversation	that	presents	the	possibility	of	understanding	and	change	in	the	midst	
of	disagreement.	The	Wall	is	used	as	a	term	to	represent	the	things	that	we	all	have	
to	overcome	to	achieve	something	as	simple	as	day-to-day	life.	After	the	election	day	
comes	and	goes	and	the	headlines	are	reading	as	they	are	she	finds	herself	
concentrating	on	the	children,	the	innocent	ones	that	are	surrounding	her	daily	and	
she	wonders	if	that	nice	woman	ever	thinks	of	her.	We	can	all	get	over	the	wall	that	
stands	before	us,	whatever	that	wall	may	be.	There	is	no	bashing	of	any	politics	
or	political	figures	in	this	piece,	with	the	exception	of	the	mention	of	the	wall.*	
	
46.	Different	At	Birth	
	
Chase	is	a	special	young	man.	His	parents	did	a	great	job	making	sure	that	he	
understood	what	it	was	that	made	him	different	than	all	the	other	kids.	Chase,	at	a	
very	young	age	was	diagnosed	as	autistic.	He	shares	with	us	his	story	that	his	
parents	told	him	about	how	they	found	out	and	how	they	felt	about	his	diagnoses.	
They	even	made	sure	that	he	could	explain	it	to	other	people.	His	parents	
experienced	many	set	backs	that	were	surrounded	in	the	inability	to	find	proper	
support	for	him.	Chase	wants	us	to	know	that	he	is	different	but	he’s	still	like	any	
other	young	man.	He	wants	to	graduate	from	college.	He	wants	to	be	a	father	but	
more	than	anything	he	wants	for	schools	and	people	to	support	children	with	
special	needs	and	don’t	discount	them	or	think	of	them	as	helpless.	As	he	says	in	the	
piece,	“With	some	support	I	would	be	helpful.”	He	has	a	great	awareness	that	makes	
him	sharing	his	story	that	much	more	special.	
	
47.	Where	I	Stand	
	
A	young	white	woman,	Stacy,	in	her	early	twenties	shares	her	experience	dating	an	
African	American	man	in	college.	She	had	never	looked	at	him	for	the	color	of	his	
skin	but	for	him	being	a	great	person	and	amazingly	smart.	But	when	the	murders	of	
African	American	men	become	an	active	part	of	life	her	boyfriend	James	decides	that	
he	is	going	to	lead	a	protest	on	campus.	He	asks	her	if	she	is	going	to	attend,	for	a	
moment	she	didn’t	know	the	answer	to	the	question	but	she	then	agrees.	The	
protest	is	well	organized,	attended	by	faculty,	students,	news	outlets	and	security.	
When	James	steps	to	the	podium	to	give	his	speech	a	shot	rings	out	and	James	goes	



down.	Stacy	rushes	to	his	side,	he	is	alive	and	asks	her	for	a	favor,	to	present	his	
speech	to	the	crowd.	As	James	is	taken	away	in	an	ambulance	Stacy	cleans	the	blood	
off	of	his	note	cards,	stands	at	the	podium	and	gives	the	speech.	It	is	an	amazing	
moment	that	shows	the	intentions	of	a	speech	don’t	change	because	the	person	
giving	it	does.	
	
48.	Chasing	Home	
	
Jack	is	a	military	man	who	committed	his	life	to	serving	his	country.	Unfortunately,	
when	he	returns	from	his	forth	tour	in	Iraq	he	finds	himself	absolutely	lost	in	the	
world	that	use	to	be	normal	to	him	but	has	now	become	completely	foreign.	He	
cannot	connect	to	his	wife,	or	his	children	and	he	cannot	move	forward	as	his	mind	
will	not	let	him.	He	is	suffering	from	Post	Traumatic	Stress	Disorder	in	the	most	
serious	way.	Jack	can’t	sleep	because	the	nightmares	are	so	vicious.	He	waked	up	
covered	in	sweat	and	feeling	like	he	is	back	there	instead	of	at	home	safe.	He	tries	to	
get	assistance	by	attending	therapy	but	what	he	begs	for	is	something	to	take	away	
the	nightmares.	Finally,	he	finds	himself	standing	over	his	pregnant	wife	with	a	knife	
in	one	hand	and	his	other	hand	around	her	neck.	She	talks	him	out	of	killing	her	and	
that	night	he	walks	out	of	his	life,	onto	the	streets	to	never	return.	This	is	the	story	
of	so	many	vets	that	return	to	the	US	with	a	great	amount	of	struggles	that	they	need	
to	work	through	but	can’t	find	the	assistance	the	need	in	order	to	move	forward	
with	coming	back	to	life	as	it	used	to	be.	Jack	never	finds	his	way	back	home	the	way	
he	wants	but	he	does	find	ways	to	connect	with	his	family	without	putting	them	in	
danger.	It	is	heartbreaking	to	know	that	someone	who	gave	their	life	is	now	fighting	
to	live	in	the	place	that	he	calls	home.	
	
49.	Falling	
	
Caroline	is	a	typical	college	freshman.	She	knows	it	all	and	she	is	ready	for	it	all.	She	
sits	in	her	freshman	orientation	listening	to	the	Dean	and	a	guest	speaker	talk	about	
safety	on	campus	as	she	‘s	not	listening,	just	as	she	didn’t	when	her	parents	warned	
her	of	the	dangers.	In	a	blink	of	a	night	of	frat	party	jumping	Caroline	finds	herself	
drugged	and	in	the	trunk	of	a	car,	tied	up	with	another	girl.	She	then	wakes	up	
having	been	sold	into	the	sex	trafficking	world.	She	recounts	the	two	hundred	fifty-
three	days	that	she	spends	sold.	Her	spirit	is	broken,	she	looses	her	will	to	live,	her	
humanity	but	some	how	she	is	spared.	In	a	twist	of	events	the	man	that	bought	her	
allows	her	to	leave,	she	runs	to	her	freedom.	Now	she	stands	as	a	testament	of	the	
horrors	that	she	experienced	but	the	ability	to	fight	and	recover.	It	is	a	touching	
coming	of	age	story	that	shows	us	that	we	are	stronger	than	we	believe	or	even	
know	that	we	can	be	when	confronted	with	the	right	situation.	She	hopes	that	
shearing	her	story	and	informing	others	will	save	the	next	girls	life.	If	only	one.	
	
	
	
	
	



50.	Gentle	Giant	
	
High	school	is	already	said	to	be	one	of	the	most	difficult	times	in	the	lives	of	
children,	but	when	you	constantly	feel	like	an	outsider	those	feelings	are	magnified.	
This	story	is	one	of	a	young	man	that	is	larger	than	all	the	other	kids.	He	gets	made	
fun	of	my	his	brothers	and	their	friends	and	clearly	does	not	have	a	strong	
relationship	with	his	mother	since	the	father	is	out	of	the	picture.	He	relies	on	his	
drawings	of	superheroes	to	push	him	through.	He	dreams	of	a	superhero	that	will	
stand	for	everyone	and	end	bullying.	A	simple	kind	of	guy	that	he	has	named	“Gentle	
Giant.”	It	is	not	until	he	is	in	his	English	class	and	a	girl	does	a	speech	about	the	
importance	of	being	our	own	super	hero	does	he	finally	believe	that	there	is	
someone	out	there	that	understands	him.	He	gets	the	courage	to	speak	to	her,	which	
is	the	moment	that	his	life	changes.	She	turns	out	to	be	someone	that	supports	him	
in	his	crusade	and	even	has	drawn	a	superhero	of	her	own	that	becomes	Gentle	
Giant’s	sidekick.	This	story	is	a	coming	of	age	experience	for	this	young	man	in	the	
difficulties	of	life.	The	sad	reality	that	sometimes	we	are	not	what	we	look	like	and	
that	deep	within	all	of	us	is	a	superhero	destined	to	be	born.	He	makes	you	laugh	
with	his	wit	and	cry	because	when	his	heart	breaks	our	breaks	as	well	because	we	
understand	who	this	kids	it.	Because	at	some	point	in	all	of	our	lives	we	have	been	
him.	
	
51.	S-P-E-L-L	
	
All	Gracy	Stewart	wants	is	to	be	seen	and	accepted	for	who	she	is	by	her	parents.	
Unfortunately	she	is	the	child	that	doesn’t	have	the	success	of	sports	like	her	
brother	or	blessed	with	perfect	beauty	like	her	sister.	The	stress	that	is	put	on	her	
by	her	parents	to	be	successful	at	something,	to	be	more	like	her	brother	and	sister	
becomes	too	much	for	one	person	to	bare.	She	looks	at	herself	in	the	mirror	and	
sadly	sees	nothing.	Because	of	this	she	begins	to	decline.	She	was	fine	with	being	
good	at	things	but	not	being	great,	but	her	parents	were	not	accepting	of	that.	She	
finally	decides	to	quit	all	of	her	activities,	her	attempts	at	being	great	and	starts	to	
fall	way	below	what	even	she	is	capable	of.	But	in	an	instant	her	life	changes	when	
she	watches	a	spelling	bee	an	begins	to	connect	with	the	seclusion	of	burying	herself	
in	a	dictionary	at	the	library	and	engaging	in	the	art	of	spelling	bees.	She	has	finally	
found	herself.	As	she	stands	on	stage	getting	ready	to	spell	her	final	word	she	looks	
out	to	see	her	mom,	dad,	brother	and	sister	sitting	in	the	front	row,	signs	raised	“Go	
Gracy!”	It	is	in	this	moment	that	she	realizes	and	shares	with	her	parents	that	all	she	
ever	wanted	was	to	be	accepted	and	loved	for	who	she	was,	and	not	their	
expectations	of	who	they	thought	she	should	be.	This	story	is	a	testament	for	all	
children	experiencing	sibling	rivalry	to	show	them	they	can	achieve	but	to	also	
share	with	their	parents	that	average	can	become	extraordinary.		
	
52.	Beloved	Gifts	
	
Samaira is a simple woman from a very poor village in Bangladesh. Her story begins 
there, sharing the challenges of growing up in one of the most impoverished areas in the 



world and how her family was able to push through. Her village is then visited by the 
Prince who vows to assist them. Through this he sends a member of the royal family to 
interview and speak with the people of the village, and this is where Samaira meets 
Reyansh. They quickly fall in love but due to societal constraints he is not allowed to 
marry a woman so beneath him. They decide to leave it all behind and move to America 
to start their life, completely walking away from both of their families and all of his 
fortunes. As the years pass they find themselves calling America home. Soon they get 
word that the royal family has found out where they are and is coming. When Reyansh is 
confronted by his father he has a decision to make. For Samaira it is simple, we are 
together, married, living our lives let’s keep going, but in an instant Reyansh decides he 
needs to honor his father and marry the woman they have chosen for him. He walks out 
of the house, never looks back, never contacts her, never returns and never knows of the 
daughter she was carrying. She was able to find the strength to pull herself up and move 
forward. Finding that she could absolutely stand on her own two feet and take care of her 
child. Her daughter is what kept her going. It was through the loss of her husband that she 
realized she had a power within her she didn’t know she had. It allowed her to become 
independent and thrive working for a non-for profit that benefited poor areas like her 
village. Sometimes it takes a tragedy to truly challenge us to step up in a way we never 
thought we could. 
 
53. Machismo: My Sort Of Football Story 
 
In this coming of age story we see a young man who is facing the most dreaded day of 
his life, his eighteenth birthday. It is on this day that every man in his family must spend 
the day playing football, the one thing that he hates. He is the youngest of four brothers 
and he is the only one that doesn’t like football. He feels that this is a disappointment to 
his father and his father has said as much. He’s not supportive of his accomplishments 
academically, his writing poetry, this child is everything that he didn’t teach his boys to 
be. But on this day this young man decides to share with his mother that he’s gay as she’s 
always been his cheerleader. They share this moment and the mother tells him she will 
always support him, but he wants the support of his father. As he stands in the mirror 
dressed in full football uniform topped off with a helmet he begins to see his family 
arrive and realizes that he is lucky to have the family that he has. It’s almost time for him 
to show his machismo to the family, play football with all the men as the women watch 
intently, cheering, laughing and supporting. He finds an appreciation for this. Through his 
comical storytelling and emotionally passionate storytelling we see a cunning story of a 
young man who accepts the things he cannot change. As he prepares for his decent down 
the stairs into full family mode there is a knock at the door, his father. It is a turning point 
in his life: does his father accept him for who he is or encourage him to be who he wants 
him to be? ***This piece was conceived for ALL young men. You have the writer’s 
permission to say lines in another language that is real for the actor and his family 
environment should he choose to. This does NOT mean adding text. 
 
 
 
 
54. No Fear 
 



An African American young man prepares for a ritual that he has with his grandfather. 
They spend the first Saturday of every month together and on this Saturday they had 
planned to participate in a Black Lives Matter protest. Unfortunately, when his 
grandfather has a heart attack he is stuck reflecting on what his life has been with this his 
Papa in it. As he sits with him in his emergency room he realizes all of the things that he 
has learned from him. Seeing that all of the stories he shared were like pieces of his 
history that he didn’t knowingly hold on to until this moment. When his grandfather 
begins to wake up he points at his shoes that he was wearing then to the clock, showing 
him there is still time for him to make a difference. He tells him never live in fear, not to 
fear his death or anything else in his life. It is in that moment that a life lesson is taught; 
not living in fear has so many different facets that he must look at. Don’t live in the fear 
that he believes people have for black men, don’t fear his death, and don’t fear making a 
difference. He then encourages him to go out and make his voice heard. The scene ends 
with the beginning of the second Saturday, getting ready to go visit his Papa so he can tell 
him about the weeks events and so he can hear more of the stories that he now knows 
have changed and shaped his life. 
 
55. I Accept 
 
I Accept deals with the difficult coming of age story of a young woman who’s first 
memory of how she got where she is right now is the day her mother held her and told 
her that her father had left. Sitting in her therapist’s office looking at all of the perfectly 
placed things she tries to find the moments of displacement she has lived through. 
Through the telling of her story she reflects on the loss of her father from her life being 
the creation of a whole within her that she spent most of her teenage years trying to fill. 
She tried filling it with drinking, drugs and other men. There is a power that comes from 
her realization that through all of her soul searching and all of the bad decisions and 
drunken nights that her mother was always there ready and waiting to once again pick her 
up, hold her, and try her best to make sure that she had the resources to change her life. It 
is in her moment of acceptance that she realizes that she made some bad choices but she 
owns them and has made the decision to make the first step toward getting her life in 
order. She has the power to stand in reflection of herself and say, “I Accept.” 
 
56. Cycle of Brutality 
 
*The character references a Black Lives Matter protest but does not have to be African 
American.  
Cici is a young woman who has the best relationship with her father. He is her 
everything. Her mother is very quiet and reserved but she never thought anything of it. It 
is not until she is a senior in high school that she comes in on her father abusing her 
mother and her mother doesn’t stand up for herself, she doesn’t have the power to. Cici 
steps in and takes her mother out of the situation never to see her father again. Years 
later, after her father has made many attempts to talk to her: showing up at the homeless 
shelter that they are staying at, coming to her high school and finally coming to the office 
of the Black Lives Matter group where Cici is preparing for a protest. He begs for her 
forgiveness. She finally speaks with him. He just wants another chance. She tells him to 
join her in the protest and he jumps at the chance. It is during the protest that tear gas is 
thrown and they get separated. Once Cici finds him he has been beaten by the police that 



have left him in the alley. She holds him and looks down at him for a moment. In the end 
she has visited him in the hospital and realizes that karma came back to get him for the 
things that he did to her mother. This could be the beginning of a new relationship with 
his daughter, she decides to try forgiveness. 
 
57. Diagnosis 
 
Samantha is a young woman in her late teens or early twenties. She stands at the podium 
of a support group meeting for people with bipolar disorder. This is her first time at a 
meeting and her first time speaking. She tells her story of unexplained highs and lows and 
a rage that she couldn’t understand. Finally, her senior year in high school her teacher 
recognized the signs and assisted to get her help. By this time she had lost her 
relationship with her parents, friends and her best friend her sister Vanessa. She tells of 
the great relationship she had with her sister and what it has turned into. Two sisters 
living in the same house going to the same school who didn’t even speak to one another 
or recognize the other’s existence of that she was indeed her sister. In the end Samantha 
wraps up her first share with the group by saying that she is glad that she is there, excited 
to support them and their stories as they have done for her and with the hope that one day 
she will come the meeting with her sister Vanessa in the audience supporting her. But 
until that moment she will work on making herself better. A beautiful story of a girl in 
trouble who didn’t know how to get help because she didn’t know what was wrong. A 
diagnoses that changed her life and saved it at the same time.  
 
58. Halls of Life 
 
Natalie walks the halls of the local hospital meeting and talking to other patients who are 
sick there. However, Natalie isn’t sick but her twin sister Natasha is. Natalie shares the 
story of her and her sister growing up without their father for Natalie she accepted the 
reality and was about to move on but Natasha took his absence very personal. She wanted 
to have a relationship with her father or at least understand why he had chosen to not love 
her and be a part of her life. This obsession turns into depression which then manifests 
itself into bulimia. She stopped living her life, stopped communicating with her family, 
Natalie and eventually herself. She started to exercise endless hours a day and Natalie 
followed a foul smell to the area hidden in Natasha’s closet where she would purge 
herself. Natalie and her mother try to get her help but after Natasha has a random meeting 
with her father that didn’t go well she fell down a spiral that landed her in the ICU. As 
Natalie awaits to see if her sister will live or die she continues to walk the halls. Listening 
to the stories of others as she tries to figure out her story is going to end. Wondering if the 
biggest piece of her is about to leave her life forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
59. Bonnie To His Clyde 
 
Some wonders what it takes for a child to loose their innocence. For the young woman in 
this story it started the day that her parents sat her down and told her that they were 



getting a divorce. She translated this into a situation where their divorce was not only her 
fault but that she wasn’t a priority for them. She made it her mission to make their lives 
hell. Everything she cared about she let go of. Her classes, after school activities, no thing 
mattered anymore except making their lives hell. Then her best friend Brian who she has 
known all her live falls in love with her and she with him and finally someone loves her. 
His parents send him away and at fourteen she finds herself hustling her way from Texas 
to Arizona to find him. They end up living on the streets robbing people, in a Bonnie and 
Clyde kind of relationship. She then finds out she is pregnant. She wants the baby and 
without even a conversation Brian kisses her and walks out of her life forever. She makes 
the decision to immediately go home, finds the courage to ask her mother to allow her 
and her soon to be grandchild back into her home and with much joy her mother says yes. 
She does exactly what she said she would, she became the best mother possible. Her hope 
is that she can give Brian’s mother some closure by telling her that he sends her 
anniversary cards every year. After speaking with her mother she realizes that the worst 
thing for a parent’s to suffer through is the not knowing. Now that she is a mother, she 
truly understands that. 
 
60. Life Shift 
 
This is a kind of coming out story. A young man shares his memories of what had led 
him to this day. Starting with a group of bullies that began his seventh-grade year to the 
end of his struggle his senior year in high school. The bullies would accost him in gym 
class forcing him to injure himself to ensure that he would never have to take another 
gym class while he is in high school. He took some incentive and started talking to the 
school counselor. He tells her just enough for her to give him the assistance that he needs 
but not so much that she feels it is necessary to call his parents. Eventually everything 
come crashing down when the boys follow him home from school. After being bullied: in 
school, online, via text messages and finally they have followed him home and because 
he wouldn’t give them the power they wanted they got out of their car and terrorized him 
at the door then he loses it and picks up a shovel and hits one of the boys in the face 
killing him. He comes in and locks the door and prepares what he always knew he was 
going towards, taking his own life. In his final life moments, he writes his suicide note 
and shares it with us. 
 
61. Security Blanket 
 
This is the story of an eighteen-year-old woman who is standing in front of the casket of 
her grandmother as well as her four-year-old daughter. Standing there she looks to her 
daughter and begins to share her story of her alcoholic and abusive mother that exited her 
life around the same age as her daughter. She shares her few memories of her mother that 
include her beating her, drinking and having screaming matches with her husband. It was 
a difficult life for a child, but her balance was found when she got to spend time with her 
grandmother. It is soon clear that her grandmother is the backbone of support that she 
desperately. After a series of events she ends up living with her grandmother at the age of 
four until she was fourteen. It was then that she got pregnant. She tried to hide it from her 
grandmother as to not disappoint her but after a few months she asked her why she’s sick 
all the time. Eventually her grandmother gets it out of her and she tells her that together 
they can get through anything. She keeps the baby, goes back to school and raises her 



daughter at her grandmother’s house. It is the death of her grandmother that brings the 
family back together. It is at the funeral that her mother finally comes back into her life, 
sitting on the front row and asking her if she can please meet her granddaughter. In the 
end she doesn’t know what is going to become of her and her mother, but she does know 
that she is going to continue to be an amazing mother, to make her grandmother proud. 
 
62. Last Dance 
 
In the wake of the biggest mass shooting in American history to date this story revolves 
around the Las Vegas shooting of 2017. A young man decides to celebrate his 25th 
birthday by surprising his parents with a trip to Vegas for the music festival. Little did 
they know that his surprise would quickly turn his world to a darker place than it has ever 
been. When they arrive, he introduces them to his fiancé Jesse, they were surprised but 
excited to see him so happy. The group arrive at the festival, and as they are joying the 
music Jesse suddenly falls into his hands, his hands now covered in blood. As he holds 
her he also watches his father and mother go down. At the hospital his parents are in 
surgery and his fiancé has died. His parents recover he tells them that she has died. This 
story shows us that we are never ready for loss, no matter in what kind of a tragedy. This 
story is not about the shooter, the situation or sensationalizing. This story is about love, 
loss and being able to reflect on how even in the midst of a tragedy love should always 
win. 
 
63. Just Another Day… 
 
Just Another Day chronicles the day in the shoes of a black woman. It is important for 
others to try to understand that there is a freedom that comes with not being a person of 
color. So as this black woman stands before the audience and explains the ins and outs of 
her day starting with the home that she wakes up to and her family life. Making sure to 
address all of the stereotypes that she does not fit but is aware of. Next, making her way 
down her street she says good morning to her elderly neighbor who reminds her that the 
world does not like her, something she expresses every morning. To walking through the 
halls of her school and the information, the whispers about the black race that she 
addresses from Kaepernick taking a knee, the rate of black men incarcerated, the 
connection to slavery- Civil Rights Movement- to the present power of the media, and 
finally a meeting her mother felt she needed to have asking the older black men to share 
with the younger black men who to be who they are in live in 2018. This is not a story 
about blaming or pointing fingers, it is a story that is seeking to teach in hopes that those 
listening will understand. That they will realize that there is comfort in the skin that they 
were born knowing that there are many who did not choose their color but must accept it 
and wear it, making it fit as comfortably as they possibly can. This is an educational story 
of sorts, just a simple walk in “a day in the life of.” It just so happens that this character is 
a black woman, and the day is hard as hell to get through. 
 
64. 13 
 
Alex is a transgender (female to male) young person who is holding the most important 
letter of his life. The letter represents the possibility of his whole life changing. Growing 
up as a little girl he knew at a very young age that he was different. No because he 



actually knew or could put it into words but because his family would tell him that he 
should be wearing girl clothes, doing girl things, liking what girls liked but that wasn’t 
what he wanted to do or who he wanted to be. After many years of abuse at home and 
bullying a school he decided that it was time for him to be who he actually believed was 
the reflection staring back at him in the mirror- Alex. He wanted to transition from being 
a girl to a boy, but he knew in order to do that he had to go through a gate keeper. These 
are the doctors that decide if a person is psychologically fit to make this life change. The 
process of denial or approval is timely, and twelve times Alex has been told, “No.” But 
today as he holds this letter he feels like this might be the one, lucky number “13.” This 
story is a tale that is prevalent in the world right now as members of the LGBTQA 
community fight for their right to life as who they are without the prejudice of others 
negatively affecting them. It takes an amines amount of strength to be yourself, but not 
everyone must fight to do so like Alex. The story ends with Alex opening the letter and 
his reaction is up to the performer.  
 
65.	Looking	Back	at	Me	
	
Kelly	is	much	like	other	seniors	in	high	school.	She	sings	in	the	choir,	loves	her	
friends	and	is	especially	close	to	her	twin	brother	Kevin.	With	them	being	born	only	
seconds	apart	from	each	other	she	recounts	the	joy	of	having	a	twin	and	agrees	that	
twins	have	a	connection	that	is	nothing	like	another	other	relationship.	They	can	
finish	each	other’s	sentences,	feel	the	other’s	pain	and	live	life	really	feeling	that	
they	are	sharing	it	all	with	someone	else.	As	Kelly	looks	into	the	mirror	at	her	
reflection,	she	tries	to	see	how	she	could	have	not	known	what	was	about	to	take	
place.	Just	another	normal	day:	Kevin	took	forever	getting	in	the	car	to	go	to	school,	
sang	80’s	songs	all	the	way	to	school,	made	smart	comments	as	we	said	goodbye	to	
each	other.	A	normal	day…until	it	wasn’t.	When	the	shooting	happened,	Kelly	ran	
like	everyone	else	did.	She	hid	in	my	car	waiting	for	her	brother	to	come	and	he	
never	did.	It	wasn’t	until	she	began	to	walk	back	into	the	school	that	someone	tells	
her	that	her	brother	was	the	shooter.	How	could	she	have	not	known?	He	wasn’t	just	
her	brother,	but	he	was	her	twin.	She	continues	to	ask	these	questions	now,	and	
possibly	for	the	rest	of	her	life.	
	
66. Band Aids on Bullet Holes 
 
A	teenager	with	ADHD	recounts	the	moment	of	his	life	that	he	realized	that	
something	was	wrong.	Knowing	that	you	don’t	have	the	ability	to	sit	in	a	classroom	
like	your	other	classmates	and	focus	on	the	tasks	at	hand	because	your	mind	is	on	a	
ton	of	other	things.	In	the	mind	of	a	child	starring	out	of	the	window	and	losing	your	
time	in	the	beautiful	wings	of	a	butterfly	seems	amazing	but	when	you	are	brought	
back	to	life	you	don’t	know	what	you’ve	missed.	As	a	child	it	was	dismissed	as	an	
“active	imagination”	but	the	older	they	got	the	harder	focusing	became.	After	being	
diagnosed	all	they	wanted	was	to	be	like	the	other	kids,	to	have	the	normal	social	
cues	but	they	didn’t.	Their	parents	wouldn’t	allow	them	to	be	medicated	so	their	
mind	lived	in	a	constant	burning	fire	until	in	their	senior	year	they	get	tired	of	
fighting	and	decide	that	medication	is	the	only	way	they	will	be	able	to	experience	



calm	and	normalcy.	They	come	up	with	a	plan,	after	researching	the	causes	of	ADHD	
they	realize	that	a	lot	of	the	causes	are	the	fault	of	decisions	the	parents	have	made:	
drinking	and	smoking.	Thinking	this	was	the	answer	they	go	to	the	doctor’s	office	
and	when	the	results	are	read,	they	find	out	that	the	parents	had	been	involved	in	a	
very	violent	relationship	which	they	now	blame	themselves	for	his	disability.	In	a	
completely	broken	moment	the	child	realizes	that	the	best	cause	of	action	should	
have	been	just	asking	for	what	he	wanted.	Instead	he	will	live	the	rest	of	his	life	with	
the	effects	of	the	pain	he	caused	his	parents.	A	powerful	story	that	goes	into	the	
head	of	a	person	with	ADHD	trying	to	figure	out	how	to	get	what	they	want	when	
they,	as	a	child,	have	no	control.	***Performance	may	be	done	by	a	male	or	
female.	All	edits	for	this	purpose	are	acceptable	by	the	writer	and	publisher.	
	
67.	Speak,	We	Will	Listen	
	
This	is	a	story	that	was	created	in	the	midst	of	the	#metoo	movement.	The	idea	that	
there	are	an	undetermined	amount	of	people	who	have	been	sexually	assaulted	in	
their	lives	by	people	in	power	positions	but	have	never	been	able	to	speak	up.	In	this	
story	a	young	woman	recounts	her	desire	to	be	an	actress.	Her	and	her	mother	
move	to	New	York	at	sixteen	and	she	begins	auditioning	and	sometimes	auditioning	
alone.	It	is	at	one	of	these	audition	that	she	is	sexually	assaulted	by	the	director	and	
as	time	passes	it	is	not	the	last	but	rather	becomes	the	norm.	She	shares	her	shame	
and	the	silence	that	she	decided	to	live	in	for	many	years	until	the	movement	began.	
Then	she	finally	found	the	courage	to	post	“#metoo”	on	her	social	media.	And	while	
it	created	a	storm	of	emotions	for	her	parents,	for	her	it	was	about	accepting	that	it	
had	happened	and	standing	up	to	the	fact	that	she	would	never	allow	it	to	happen	
again.	It	takes	a	strong	person	to	live	through	something	and	come	out	on	the	other	
side	stronger	and	willing	to	share	their	story	to	help	others.		
 
68.	Citizen	
	
It	is	common	for	our	elders	to	remind	us	of	the	saying,	“If	you	could	walk	a	mile	in	
my	shoes.”	That	saying	is	true	for	this	seventeen-year-old	Latino	young	man.	He	
talks	of	being	an	American	citizen	and	the	racism	he	has	experienced.	From	people	
whispering	about	him	in	English	assuming	that	he	can	only	speak	Spanish	to	the	day	
that	him	and	two	of	his	friends	are	accosted	by	two	white	men	at	the	convenience	
store	because…they	are	brown.	Sadly,	these	stories	of	racism	are	very	present	in	our	
society	and	it,	honestly	has	always	been	a	part	of	our	history.	But	for	this	young	man	
he	questions	if	he	should	have	these	memories	as	a	part	of	his	childhood?	Shouldn’t	
he	be	able	to	live	his	life	without	clarifying	for	people	that	he	is	an	American	citizen	
and	that	his	doesn’t	speak	Spanish	because	he	was	born	and	raised	here,	and	no	one	
ever	taught	him.	There	is	nothing	wrong	with	that.	And	though	his	grandmother	
back	in	Mexico	desperately	wanted	him	to	learn	to	speak	Spanish	she	loved	him	for	
what	he	did	do,	he	made	her	smile,	he	loved	her	and	that’s	what	mattered.	This	story	
helps	us	to	understand	how	an	innocent	victim	feels	and	digests	things	he	has	no	
control	over,	when	all	he	wants	is	to	be	who	he	is.	Unapologetically.		



***Performed	needs	to	be	Latino	but	could	be	any	gender,	the	writer	gives	
permission	to	adjust	as	needed.	
	
69.	Be	Your	Own	Village	
	
Like	any	solid	tribe,	close	nit	communities	believe	that,	“it	takes	a	village	to	raise	a	
child.”	Two	African	American	siblings	Ralph	and	Jay	grew	up	only	eleven	months	
apart	in	a	solid	village	(neighborhood).	But	at	a	very	young	age	older	brother	Ralph	
knew	that	something	was	very	different	about	his	little	brother	Jay.	He	wouldn’t	
take	baths	with	him	anymore	and	would	pull	at	his	private	parts	and	say	that	he	
wanted	to	take	them	off.	Things	that	a	child	should	have	no	knowledge	of.	In	the	
years	to	come	Ralph	begins	to	realize	that	Jay	doesn’t	feel	like	he	is	a	little	boy	but	
rather	a	little	girl.	So,	like	any	good	big	brother	he	supports	him	in	wanted	to	
change.	He	plays	as	look	out	so	that	Jay	can	play	dress	up	the	way	he	wants	to,	in	his	
mother’s	closet.	Jay	is	now	Jasmine	and	hiding	who	she	is	because	she	knows	her	
parents	would	not	support	her.	Her	village	will	not	welcome	her	in	with	open	arms,	
but	her	big	brother	Ralph	already	has.	As	the	story	continues	Ralph	shares	the	
evolution	of	Jasmine	and	how	he	supports	her	every	step	of	the	way	all	the	way	to	
her	reveal.	Standing	at	the	top	of	the	stairs,	Jasmine	dressed	in	a	beautiful	summer	
dress,	is	ready	to	show	her	village	who	she	is.	She	takes	Ralph’s	hand	and	makes	her	
way	downstairs.	It	is	in	the	next	five	minutes	that	she	was	yelled	at	by	her	father,	the	
house	cleared	of	all	of	the	neighbors	and	Jasmine	is	told	she	can	either	be	a	boy	and	
get	“fixed”	of	this	phase	in	her	life,	or	she	has	to	leave.	That	night	Jasmine	decided	to	
leave…and	Ralph	packs	his	bag	and	leaves	with	her.	This	story	is	one	of	love	and	
acceptance	with	the	realization	that	we	all	have	a	village	of	love	and	support,	we	just	
have	to	find	them.		
***Performer	needs	to	be	African	American	but	could	be	any	gender,	the	
writer	gives	permission	to	adjust	as	needed.	
 


